The Tooth
ceedings with a sermon on the text <Da mki ammas, cetera toHt
tibi*. It was a long sermon. In the course of it he spoke of the
Golden Calf, of the abominable sin of idolatry, and of how Moses
destroyed the Calf, golden though it was. Before he was done
several members of the council were won over, men who seeing
little profit to themselves in the transaction, thought it good poHcv
to secure their reputation for orthodoxy at a moment when the
newly arrived Inquisition was showing a vigilant interest in that
subject. In the debate which followed the sermon, these people
supported the Archbishop. But the Viceroy still held out, advan-
cing fresh arguments in favour of closing with the offer.
Waiting his moment, the Archbishop suddenly called him a
Freemason. Now, the Inquisition had always been hard on Free-
masons, many of whom had died at the stake, and to be called one
by an archbishop, even though you were Viceroy of the Indies,
was highly alarming. Such prestige had the Inquisition that the
viceregal bodyguard would not have dared to resist its Familiars
and prevent the arrest of the head of the government. Dom Con-
stantino crumpled under the threat and agreed to do whatever the
assembly decided. On a vote being taken, it was resolved that not
only should the King of Burma's offer be rejected, but that the
Tooth itself should be destroyed.
On the date fixed for the performance of this act, a great crowd,
both Portuguese and Indian, assembled in the square in front of
the cathedral. The Archbishop stood at the top of the steps.
Beside him were a mortar and a brazier. The Viceroy, who was
present with his whole staff, handed him the Tooth, which he
placed in the mortar, and with a heavy pestle ground it to
powder. The powder was then thrown into the brazier. When the
fire had died down, the ashes were carefully collected and con-
signed to the sea. This elaborate public destruction of the Tooth
proclaimed to the world that even a great sum of money could not
soften Portuguese hatred of idolatry. But it also showed that their
estimate of the Tooth's power only differed from Bayin-naung's in
that, while he considered it a good, they were convinced it was
bad, potency. The Archbishop, we cannot doubt, set out to destroy
a devil, a difficult feat to accomplish, as will appear in the sequel.
Yet the act was, perhaps, the most disinterested ever performed
by the Portuguese in India.
Fourteen years now passed by. Bayin-naung sacked Ayudhya,
returned to Pegu with the White Elephants, and knew himself to
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